neuropathological account of ageing and its relation to dementia. Of course, these aspects are covered in considerable detail in other publications and one wishes the author had had the courage to work further at his ideas on the significance of ageing for human life and the destiny of us all. Perhaps this task requires a more careful formulation of the proposition. Paul Garrod, who died two years ago at the age of 83, was a distinguished clinical microbiologist who made many important contributions to antibacterial chemotherapy, a subject which only really started when he was already in mid-career. He wrote the first edition of 'Antibiotic and Chemotherapy' in collaboration with the late Professor Mary Barber. It was published in 1963, approximately 20 years after penicillin had become generally available. Since then there has been a vast proliferation of new antimicrobial agents, and this, together with increasing bacterial resistance and new information on adverse reactions, has led to much confusion amongst prescribers faced with patients suffering from infections.
The fifth edition of the book, which has just been published, was extensively revised by Professor Garrod together with Professor Francis O'Grady, a clinical microbiologist, and Professor Harold Lambert, an infectious disease physician. This blend of authorship has resulted in a wellbalanced, up-to-date and authoritative book which will be of interest and value to anyone involved in the treatment of infections.
'Antibiotic and Chemotherapy' has two sections. The first describes available antimicrobial agents in terms of structure, microbiology, pharmacology, toxicology and clinical indications, while the second is devoted to advice on the treatment of specific infections including virus diseases. The recommendations for the antibiotic treatment of individual diseases are eminently sensible and are presented clearly and concisely. The final chapter on the laboratory control of antibiotic therapy is written by Miss Pamela Waterworth and can be recommended especially to clinicians who commonly find this aspect of antimicrobial chemotherapy confusing.
The fifth edition of this book is a fitting memorial to a great man.
A M GEDDES

Consultant Physician East Birmingham Hospital
Basic Family Therapy. Philip Barker pp 224 £12 (£5.95 paperback) St Albans: Granada 1981 This is a comprehensive account of a fairly recently developed branch of psychiatry. Since the aim of the book is to present an overview ofa wide field, there are no details of the needs of special 'at risk' families, such as those with an epileptic or disabled child. Professor Barker also seems to find no insuperable problems in acquiring and maintaining the 'whole' family groups with whom he works; the difficulties of persuading particularly the male breadwinners to become involved may be less intractable in Canada than in the UK. Despite this small criticism, the book has a less 'North American' atmosphere than many, even though 9 out of the 10 recommended journals are published in the USA.
The presentation is straightforward and attractively non-technical so that it can be strongly recommended to doctors, psychologists, social workers and nurses of all levels of experience. Beginning with a discussion of the functions and development of the family, there follow brief accounts of many different ways of approaching family therapy, useful discussions about the indications and contraindications, and on how to terminate treatment.
The bibliography is clear and adequate; the glossary has so oversimplified some words that it is less effective. The actual print and presentation of the book is very good and the price very reasonable. Although the order of presentation makes logical reading and reference a little difficult -the section on adipocyte development and turnover is separated from that on adipose tissue metabolism by some 300 pages -this is a small criticism. Most readers will want to be selective and will need to study the contents pages. All working in the field of obesity are likely to find something pertinent to their particular field of work and the juxtaposition of many facets may open up new horizons. Unfortunately the book's potential usefulness will be restricted by price but university and other sizeable libraries should be persuaded to have it on their shelves.
JUNE LLOYD
Professor of Child Health St George's Hospital, London
The Pioneer Spirit. Edward F Griffith pp 134 . £6.95 (q.95 paperback) Basingstoke: Green leaves Press 1981 This is a tale which needed to be told. Dr Griffith saw in his general practice the tragic results of ignorance resulting in unwanted pregnancies, abortions and marriage breakdowns. We read about the birth control clinic supported by the rates and of his crusading spirit which was devoted to working, lecturing and writing in a campaign for universal sex education, birth control and preparation for marriage. He was instrumental in founding the Marriage Guidance Council and the International Planned Parenthood Federation.
KATHARINA DALTON
Clinical Assistant University College Hospital, London
Drug Receptors and Their Effectors N J M Birdsall pp 182 £30 London: Macmillan Press 1981 For many years pharmacologists and others interested in receptors had to rely on indirect measures of receptor activation. A new era has now begun in which a variety of ingenious techniques from biochemistry and biophysics are being applied to examine both the way in which receptors and drugs combine, and the immediate consequences of the combination. This timely book concentrates on these approaches, and describes their application to the receptors for catecholamines, opiates, steroids and, in particular, acetylcholine (6 out of the 14 articles). The papers are based on the contributions to an excellent symposium organized by the Biological Council and held in 1980. The authors are all leaders in their field, though the chapters vary greatly in approach and length -some are detailed accounts of particular pieces of research, whereas others are terse summaries of an entire area. The book as a whole will probably be of most value to those actually involved in receptor research because, as in most publications based on symposia, there is relatively little on general principles.
The volume is nicely produced but expensive in relation to its length of only 165 pages of text. It should obviously be required reading for all radiologists, urologists and nephrologists in training, but it is so condensed with one iIIust:ration only of each condition that additional reading and experience are clearly necessary. Perhaps in future editions we could see a more detailed description of acute obstructive uropathy, more emphasis on ultrasound in renal failure and more detail of radio-isotope renography. I would prefer to have seen the more common hypervascular arterial phase arteriogram of a renal tumour than the nephrographic or venous phase illustrated, important though the latter may be.
This book willdrawto the attention ofthestudent of radiology the range of knowledge required and stimulate further study. For this reason the recommended further reading list could be more detailed.
At this price and size it is very good value; more radiological subjects could with advantage be so handled.
PM BRETLAND
Editorial Representative
Section of Radiology 
